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1
IMAGE READER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a Continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 12/949,168 filed Nov. 18, 2010. The entire
content of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/949,168 is
incorporated herein by reference. This application claims
priority under 35 U.S.C. §119 from Japanese Patent Applica-
tion No. 2010-042575 filed on Feb. 26, 2010. The entire
content of Japanese Patent Application No. 2010-042525 is
incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The following description relates to one or more image
readers configured to read an image of a document sheet,
particularly to one or more image readers having a first image
reading unit configured to read an image on a first side of a
document sheet conveyed along a feeding path and a second
image reading unit configured to read an image on a second
side of the document sheet.

2. Related Art

So far, an image reader configured to read an image of a
document sheet has been applied to various devices such as an
image scanner, a copy machine, and a facsimile machine. To
attain a function of the image reader of this kind to read
images on both sides of a document sheet, an image reader has
been proposed that has a single image reading unit configured
to read the images on the both sides of the document sheet by
reversing the document sheet on an improved feeding path. In
addition, recently, an image reader has been proposed that is
configured to read images on both sides of a document sheet
together using two image reading units. For example, in an
image reader having a first image reading unit configured to
read an image on a first side of a document sheet being
conveyed along a feeding path and a second image reading
unit configured to read an image on a second side of the
document sheet being conveyed along the feeding path, it is
possible to perform, in parallel, an operation of reading the
image on the first side using the first image reading unit and an
operation of reading the image on the second side using the
second image reading unit. Thus, it is possible to enhance a
reading speed for reading the both sides of the document
sheet.

SUMMARY

However, when the two image reading units are used, and
a single processor processes respective signals output from
the two image reading units, it might result in a so-called
crosstalk due to interference between the signals.

Aspects of the present invention are advantageous to pro-
vide one or more improved techniques for an image reader
having a first image reading unit configured to read an image
on a first side of a document sheet being conveyed along a
feeding path and a second image reading unit configured to
read an image on a second side of the document sheet being
conveyed along the feeding path, which techniques make it
possible to reduce a level of crosstalk between respective
signals transmitted by the first and second image reading
units to a processor.

According to aspects of the present invention, an image
reader is provided, which includes a first image reading unit
including a first sensor configured to read an image on a first
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2

side of a document sheet being conveyed on a feeding path,
the first image reading unit being configured to output a first
analog signal corresponding to the image read by the first
sensor, a second image reading unit including a second sensor
configured to read an image on a second side opposite to the
first side of the document sheet being conveyed on the feeding
path, and a second converter configured to convert a second
analog signal corresponding to the image read by the second
sensor into a second digital signal, the second image reading
unit being configured to output the second digital signal, a
processor configured to process the first analog signal output
from the first reading unit and the second digital signal output
from the second image reading unit, the processor including
a first converter configured to convert the first analog signal
output from the first image reading unit into a first digital
signal and output the first digital signal, and a timing signal
output unit configured to output, to the second image reading
unit, a timing signal corresponding to a conversion time when
the first converter converts the first analog signal into the first
digital signal. The second image reading unit is configured to,
based on the timing signal output from the timing signal
output unit, output the second digital signal at an output time
outside the conversion time.

According to aspects of the present invention, further pro-
vided is an image reader that includes a first image reading
unit including a first sensor configured to read an image on a
first side of a document sheet being conveyed on a feeding
path, the first image reading unit being configured to output a
first analog signal corresponding to the image read by the first
sensor, at intervals of a predetermined time period, a second
image reading unit including a second sensor configured to
read an image on a second side opposite to the first side of the
document sheet being conveyed on the feeding path, and a
second converter configured to convert a second analog signal
corresponding to the image read by the second sensor into a
second digital signal, the second image reading unit being
configured to output the second digital signal at intervals of
the predetermined time period, and a processor configured to
process the first analog signal output from the first reading
unit and the second digital signal output from the second
image reading unit, the processor including a first converter
configured to convert the first analog signal output from the
firstimage reading unit into a first digital signal and output the
first digital signal, and a comparison unit configured to make
a comparison between a first time period taken for the first
image reading unit to output the first analog signal in the
predetermined time period and a second time period taken for
the second image reading unit to output the second digital
signal in the predetermined time period, and a timing signal
output unit configured to output, to the second image reading
unit, a timing signal for controlling the second converter to
output the second digital signal, during a time period outside
a conversion time when the first converter converts the first
analog signal into the first digital signal, at a duty ratio deter-
mined based on the comparison made by the comparison unit.
The second image reading unit is configured to, in response to
the timing signal output from the timing signal output unit,
output the second digital signal during the time period outside
the conversion time when the first converter converts the first
analog signal into the first digital signal.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE
ACCOMPANYING DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view schematically showing a con-
figuration of a multi-function peripheral (MFP) in an embodi-
ment according to one or more aspects of the present inven-
tion.



US 9,344,594 B2

3

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view schematically showing a
configuration of an image reader of the MFP in the embodi-
ment according to one or more aspects of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
control system of the image reader in the embodiment accord-
ing to one or more aspects of the present invention.

FIG. 4 schematically shows a configuration of a contact
image sensor (CIS) of the image reader in the embodiment
according to one or more aspects of the present invention.

FIGS. 5A and 5B exemplify waveforms of signals trans-
ferred in the image reader in the embodiment according to one
or more aspects of the present invention.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart showing a procedure of a reading
process to be executed by the control system in the embodi-
ment according to one or more aspects of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing a procedure of a timing
setting process to be executed before shipment of the MFP in
the embodiment according to one or more aspects of the
present invention.

FIGS. 8A and 8B show different examples of signals trans-
ferred in the image reader in the embodiment according to one
or more aspects of the present invention.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart showing a detailed procedure of a
double-side reading process to be executed in the reading
process in the embodiment according to one or more aspects
of the present invention.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart showing a detailed procedure of a
digital transfer process to be executed in the double-side
reading process in the embodiment according to one or more
aspects of the present invention.

FIG. 11 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
control system of the image reader in a modification accord-
ing to one or more aspects of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

It is noted that various connections are set forth between
elements in the following description. It is noted that these
connections in general and, unless specified otherwise, may
be direct or indirect and that this specification is not intended
to be limiting in this respect. Aspects of the invention may be
implemented in computer software as programs storable on
computer-readable media including but not limited to RAMs,
ROMs, flash memories, EEPROMs, CD-media, DVD-media,
temporary storage, hard disk drives, floppy drives, permanent
storage, and the like.

Hereinafter, an embodiment according to aspects of the
present invention will be described with reference to the
accompany drawings. As shown in FIG. 1, a multi-function
peripheral (MFP) 1 includes a base body 20 and a document
cover 30 provided above the base body 20 in an openable and
closable manner.

[Overall Configuration of Image Reader]

As illustrated in FIG. 2, the MFP 1 further includes a glass
document table 21 provided on an upper end face of the base
body 20. The document table 21 is configured such that a
document sheet (not shown) is placed thereon when an image
reader 10 of the embodiment is used as a flatbed scanner. The
document cover 30 is attached, in an openable and closable
manner, to a side (hereinafter referred to as a rear side) of the
upper end face of the base body 20 via a hinge 23 (see FIG. 1).
Further, the document cover 30 is configured to, when closed,
cover the document sheet placed on the document table 21.

Further, as shown in FIG. 2, the document cover 30 is
provided with an automatic document feeder (ADF). Specifi-
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4

cally, the document cover 30 includes a feeding unit 100 that
serves as the ADF to feed the document sheet placed on a feed
tray 110 along a feeding path, and a first reading device 210
that is one of two reading devices 210 and 230 configured to
read in parallel both a first side and a second side of the
document sheet being conveyed on a feeding path. It is noted
that the other one of the two reading devices 210 and 230, i.e.,
the second reading device 230 is provided in the base body 20.

The feeding unit 100 includes feed rollers 121 to 129
configured to feed the document sheet placed on the feed tray
110 to a catch tray 130 along the feeding path (see a thick
dashed line in F1G. 2). Additionally, on the feeding path, there
are provided an upstream reading position and a downstream
reading position. In this case, the first reading device 210 for
reading an image on the first side of the document sheet is
disposed in a location corresponding to the upstream reading
position. It is noted that the first side denotes a down-facing
side of the document sheet in the state placed on the feed tray
110. Further, a first pressing member 220 is disposed on the
feeding path to press the document sheet passing through the
upstream reading position against a reading surface of the first
reading device 210. In addition, the second reading device
230 for reading an image on the second side (opposite to the
first side) of the document sheet is movably provided in a
location, beneath the document table 21, which corresponds
to the downstream reading position. Furthermore, a second
pressing member 240 is disposed on the feeding path to press
the document sheet passing through the downstream reading
position against a reading surface of the second reading
device 230.

Further, on the feeding path, an F sensor 310, an RB sensor
320, and an R sensor 330 are disposed as sensors to detect
presence/absence of the document sheet being conveyed on
respective detection positions. The second reading device 230
is fixed to an endless belt 357 wound around a pair of a driving
pulley 353 driven by a motor 351 to rotate and a driven pulley
355. Thereby, the second reading device 230 is configured to,
in response to rotation of the motor 351, move in an auxiliary
scanning direction (i.e., a left-to-right direction in FIG. 2)
under the document table 21.

As depicted in FIG. 1, the first reading device 210 and the
second reading device 230 are connected with a control board
450 disposed inside the base body 20, respectively via a first
harness 410 and a second harness 430 each of which is con-
figured with a flexible flat cable (FFC). As schematically
shown in FIG. 1, the second harness 430 has such a sufficient
length as to allow the second reading device 230 to move over
a whole area in the auxiliary scanning direction under the
document table 21 (see FIG. 2). Further, the second harness
430 is provided to join the first harness 410 near the hinge 23
and extend toward the control board 450. The base body 20
includes therein an image forming unit 800 configured to
form an image on a sheet based on an electrophotographic
technique.

[Configuration of Control System of Image Reader]

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
control system of the image reader 10. As shown in FIG. 3, the
firstreading device 210 includes a contact image sensor (CIS)
211 configured to, in response to receipt of a start signal SP,
output an analog signal AO corresponding to a line of image
in a main scanning direction (i.e., a direction perpendicular to
plane of FIG. 2) on a pixel-by-pixel basis in synchronization
with a rectangular-pulse-shaped clock signal CLK 1. The start
signal SP and the clock signal CLK1 are transferred from the
control board 450 via the first harness 410, and input into the
CIS 211 via a connector 212 disposed on an outer surface of
the first reading device 210. Further, the analog signal AO



US 9,344,594 B2

5

output from the CIS 211 is transferred to the control board
450 after passing sequentially through the connector 212 and
the first harness 410. It is noted that in FIG. 3, the single block
“CIS 211” includes a plurality of elements such as a light
source and lenses that form an optical path.

In the same manner as the first reading device 210, the
second reading device 230 includes a CIS 231 configured to,
in response to receipt of a start signal SP, output an analog
signal AO corresponding to a line of image in the main scan-
ning direction on a pixel-by-pixel basis in synchronization
with a rectangular-pulse-shaped clock signal CLK?2. The start
signal SP and the clock signal CLK?2 are transferred from the
control board 450 via the second harness 430, and input into
the CIS 231 after passing sequentially through a connector
232 disposed on an outer surface of the second reading device
230 and a timing generation circuit 233 incorporated inside
the second reading device 230.

The timing generation circuit 233 is configured to issue the
start signal SP and the clock signal CLLK2 into the CIS 231
and also issue the clock signal CLK2 into a sample/hold
circuit (S/H circuit) 234 and an A/D converting circuit 235. In
addition, the timing generation circuit 233 is configured to
issue a below-mentioned sample/hold signal SH2 to the S/H
circuit 234.

Initially, an explanation will be provided about the con-
figurations of the CIS 211 and the CIS 231 with reference to
FIG. 4. Since the CIS 211 and the CIS 231 are configured in
the same manner, FIG. 4 only shows a detailed configuration
ofthe CIS 211. As illustrated in FI1G. 4, the CIS 211 includes
a plurality of light receiving elements 213 (in the embodi-
ment, there are 10122 pieces of light receiving elements as
exemplified in FIG. 4) that are configured to receive light
reflected by the document sheet in their respective positions
in the main scanning direction. Each light receiving element
213 stores electric charges corresponding to the light inten-
sity of the received light. When a switch circuit 214 is
switched from an OFF state to an ON state in response to the
start signal SP, the electric charges stored in the light receiv-
ing elements 213 are transferred onto respective memories
215 provided individually for the light receiving elements
213.

Further, when the start signal SP is input in the CIS 211, a
shift register 216 is activated that incorporates therein flip-
flops of the same number as the number of the light receiving
elements 213 (i.e., the number of pixels in the main scanning
direction). Then, respective switches 217 provided individu-
ally for the memories 215 are sequentially switched from an
OFF state to an ON state in synchronization with the clock
signal CLK1. Thereafter, the electric charges held on each
memory 215 are input into an amplifier 218 to be amplified,
and transmitted outside as the analog signal AO. At this time,
the analog signal AO output from each of the CIS 211 and the
CIS 231 has a waveform of a wave delayed with a predeter-
mined time constant as exemplified in FIG. 5A, which wave-
form results from some causes such as the amplification by
the amplifier 218.

The sample/hold signal SH2 is output with a form such as
a trigger pulse, at such conversion timing (i.e., a sampling
point) as to acquire a value around each peak of the waveform
of the analog signal AO, which value represents the light
intensity of the light received from each pixel in the most
appropriate manner. It is noted that FIG. 5A shows a sample/
hold signal SH1 that is input into a below-mentioned sample/
hold circuit 461 as illustrated in FIG. 3 in response to the
analog signal AO from the CIS 211. The sample/hold signal
SH2, which is input into the S/H circuit 234 in response to the
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6

analog signal AO from the CIS 231, has substantially the
same form as the SH1 as shown in FIG. 5A.

It is noted that the second reading device 230 is configured
to perform therein signal processing up to A/D conversion.
Therefore, the waveform of the analog signal AO output from
the CIS 231 is less likely to be deformed while being trans-
ferred, and thus it is possible to set the reading speed of the
CIS 231 faster. For this reason, in the embodiment, as exem-
plified in FIGS. 5A and 5B, the period of the clock signal
CLK2 is set to half as long as that of the clock signal CLK1.

Referring back to FIG. 3, the (analog) value, which the S/H
circuit 234 acquires in response to receipt of the sample/hold
signal SH2, is converted into a digital value by the A/D
converting circuit 235 incorporated in the second reading
device 230. Subsequently, the digital value is held (stored) in
a buffer 237. Then, when the buffer 237 receives a switch
signal transmitted by the control board 450 via the second
harness 430 and the connector 232, the digital value is trans-
ferred into an LVDS interface 238. The LVDS interface 238
converts the digital value into a digital signal DO to be trans-
mitted in a differential transmission method, and transfers the
digital signal DO to the control board 450 via the connector
232 and the second harness 430. It is noted that three signal
lines (“ground,” “+,” and “~") are required for the differential
transmission method, but a single line for transferring the
digital signal DO is shown in FIG. 3 for the sake of simple
explanation.

The control board 450 includes a connector 451 configured
to perform therethrough I/O operations of transmitting/re-
ceiving the aforementioned various signals to/from the first
reading device 210 via the first harness, a connector 453
configured to perform therethrough I/O operations of trans-
mitting/receiving the aforementioned various signals to/from
the second reading device 230 via the second harness 430, and
an ASIC 460 configured to perform various kinds of process-
ing. In the same fashion as the second reading device 230, the
ASIC 460 includes a sample/hold circuit (S/H) 461 and an
A/D converting circuit 463 that are configured to convert the
analog signal AO transferred from the CIS 211 of the first
reading device 210 into a digital signal.

In addition, the ASIC 460 includes a timing generation
circuit 465 configured to issue the sample/hold signal SH1 to
the sample/hold circuit 461 and output the aforementioned
clock signals CLK1 and CLK2, start signal SP, and switch
signal. The ASIC 460 further includes an LVDS interface
(LVDS T/F) 467 configured to convert the digital signal DO
transferred from the second reading device 230 in the differ-
ential transmission method into a normal digital signal. The
timing generation circuit 465 is configured to output, from a
single terminal, the same start signal SP to each of the first
reading device 210 and the second reading device 230. The
start signal SP is divided into two start signals SP outside the
ASIC 460, and the two start signals SP are transferred to the
firstreading device 210 and the second reading device 230 via
the connectors 451 and 453, respectively.

The digital signals output from the A/D converting circuit
463 and the LVDS interface 467 are transferred to a bus line
469 connected with a CPU 471, a ROM 473, a RAM 475, an
NVRAM 477, and an image processor 479, as well as the
aforementioned timing generation circuit 465. Thereby, the
ASIC 460 is allowed to perform operations such as deploying
the images read by the first reading device 210 and the second
reading device 230 in line buffers set on the RAM 475,
performing image processing for the images held in the line
buffers on the RAM 475 with the image processor 479, and
issuing a driving signal to the image forming unit 800.
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[Processes in Control System |

Subsequently, an explanation will be provided about pro-
cesses to be executed by the CPU 471 of the ASIC 460 based
on programs stored on the ROM 473.

As shown in FIG. 6, when starting a reading process, the
CPU 471 sets a reading mode between a single-side reading
mode and a double-side reading mode based on an instruction
issued through an operation panel (S1). When the single-side
reading mode is set (S2: Yes), the CPU 471 determines
whether to perform document reading with the document
table 21 (S3). When determining not to perform document
reading with the document table 21 (S3: No), the CPU 471
controls the feeding unit 100 to start document feeding (S4),
and goes to S6. Meanwhile, when determining to perform
document reading with the document table 21 (S3: Yes), the
CPU 471 controls the motor 351 to start moving the second
reading device 230 (S5), and goes to S6. In S6, the CPU 471
controls the second reading device 230 to perform single-side
reading while performing the document feeding using the
feeding unit 100 or moving the second reading device 230
with the motor 351 (S6). Thereafter, the CPU 471 terminates
the reading process.

Meanwhile, when the double-side reading mode is set (S2:
No), the CPU 471 goes to S7, where the CPU 471 reads out
timing data that has previously been stored on the NVRAM
477 before shipment of the MFP 1 in accordance with a
timing setting process as shown in FIG. 7 (S7).

As shown in FIG. 7, in the timing setting process, the CPU
471 initially sets the aforementioned sampling point for the
analog signal AO output from each of the CIS 211 and the CIS
231, depending on characteristics of the amplifier 218 (S71).
Subsequently, the CPU 471 compares a first total time taken
for transferring the digital signal DO of one pixel via the
second harness 430 with a second total time taken for trans-
ferring the analog signal AO of one pixel via the first harness
410 (S72). When determining that the first total time is equal
to or shorter than half the second total time (S72: Yes), the
CPU 471 goes to S73. Meanwhile, when determining that the
first total time is longer than half the second total time (S72:
No), the CPU 471 goes to S74.

In S73, since the first total time is equal to or shorter than
half'the second total time, the CPU 471 sets a duty ratio of the
switch signal for instructing to transfer the digital signal DO
to 50% (S73). Meanwhile, in S74, the CPU 471 sets the
timing (time period) to output the switch signal for instructing
to transfer the digital signal DO, such that the digital signal
DO is not transferred during a time period taken for the CIS
211 to transfer the analog signal AO (i.e., around each sam-
pling point set in S71 (S74).

In other words, the analog signal AO is output from the CIS
211 in synchronization with each rising of the clock signal
CLK1. Accordingly, in general as exemplified in FIG. 5A,
each sampling point for the analog signal AO is set in the last
half in a pixel clock that is defined as a period of the clock
signal CLK1 with a high (H) level and a low (L) level alter-
nating at a duty ratio of 50%.

Therefore, when the first total time taken for transferring
the digital signal DO is equal to or shorter than half the second
total time taken for transferring the analog signal AO (S72:
Yes), by using a switch signal that takes a predetermined H
level periodically at a duty ratio of 50% in the same manner as
the clock signal CLK1, it is possible to prevent the timing to
output the switch signal (specifically, the time period when
the switch signal is output, i.e., a time period when the switch
signal takes the H level) from conflicting with a time period
around the sampling point for the analog signal AO (S73).
Meanwhile, when the first total time taken for transferring the
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digital signal DO is longer than half the second total time
taken for transferring the analog signal AO (e.g., when the
duty ratio of the switch signal is required to be set to 80%)
(S72:No), as exemplified in FIGS. 8 A and 8B, the time period
when the switch signal is output (i.e., the switch signal takes
the H level) is set not to conflict with a time period around the
sampling point for the analog signal AO (S74).

After S73 or S74,the CPU 471 goes to S77, where the CPU
471 stores onto the NVRAM 477 the timing to output the
switch signal (i.e., the time period when the switch signal
takes the predetermined H level) set in S73 or S74 together
with the above sampling point for the analog signal AO (S77).
Thereafter, the CPU 471 terminates the timing setting pro-
cess.

Referring back to FIG. 6, since the NVRAM 477 stores the
timing to output the switch signal and the sampling point for
the analog signal AO as described above, the CPU 471 reads
out the timing to output the switch signal and the sampling
point for the analog signal AO in S7. Subsequently, the CPU
471 performs a double-side reading process (see FIG. 9) with
the first reading device 210 and the second reading device 230
in S8, and thereafter terminates the reading process.

As illustrated in FIG. 9, in the double-side reading process,
the CPU 471 initially starts document feeding with the feed-
ing unit 100 to transmit a driving signal to a feeding motor
(not shown) from the ASIC 460 (S81). Subsequently, the CPU
471 determines whether there is (a first side of) a document
sheet that faces the first reading device 210, based on the
signal from the RB sensor 320 (S82). When there is not (a first
side of) a document sheet that faces the first reading device
210 (S82: No), the CPU 471 goes to S83, where the CPU 471
determines whether there is (a second side of) a document
sheet that faces the second reading device 230, based on the
signal from the R sensor 330 (S83). When there is not (a
second side of) a document sheet that faces the second read-
ing device 230 (S83: No), the CPU 471 goes back to S82.

Thus, when a document sheet is conveyed to a position to
face the first reading device 210 (S82: Yes) while the steps
S82 and S83 are repeatedly being executed, the CPU 471 goes
to S85 to determine whether there is (a second side of) a
document sheet that faces the second reading device 230 at
that time (S85). Immediately after a first document sheet is
fed, there is (a first side of) a document sheet that faces the
first reading device 210 (S82: Yes), but there is not (a second
side of) a document sheet that faces the second reading device
230 (S85: No). Thus, the CPU 471 goes to S86, where the
CPU 471 issues the start signal SP from the timing generation
circuit 465, and controls the first reading device 210 to read a
line of image on the first side of the document sheet (S86).
Subsequently, the analog signal AO transferred from the first
reading device 210 is processed in the aforementioned man-
ner via the sample/hold circuit 461 and the A/D conversion
circuit 463 (S87). Thereafter, the CPU 471 determines
whether all data have completely been transferred to the ASIC
460 (S89).

It is noted that more specifically, in S89, the CPU 471
determines whether the analog signals AO and the digital
signals DO, corresponding to reading operations for all lines
of document sheets placed on the fed tray 110, have com-
pletely been transferred. At this time, when data transfer for
all the document sheets has not been completed (S89: No), the
CPU 471 goes back to S82.

When the first document sheet is further conveyed, the first
document sheet comes to face the second reading device 230,
and thus the CPU 471 determines that there is (a second side
of) a document sheet that faces the second reading device 230
(S85: Yes). Then, the CPU 471 goes to S91, where the CPU
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471 controls the first reading device 210 to read a line of
image on the first side of the document sheet in the same
manner as S86 (S91). the CPU 471 controls the second read-
ing device 230 to read a line of image on the second side in
response to the start signal SP issued in S91 (S92). Here, the
image data read by the second reading device 230 is once held
in the buffer 237 as the aforementioned digital value, and then
transferred to the ASIC 460 as the digital signal DO in the
subsequent step S93 in accordance with a digital transfer
process as shown in FIG. 10.

It is noted that as described above, at the time to start the
digital transfer process shown in FIG. 10, the digital value is
held in the buffer 237 of the second reading device 230. In the
digital transfer process, the CPU 471 initially determines
whether the timing generation circuit 465 issues an H-level
signal as the switch signal (S933). Specifically, when the
timing data is read out in the aforementioned step S7, the
timing generation circuit 465 issues the switch signal in syn-
chronization with the clock signal CLK1 at the timing as
exemplified in FIGS. 5A and 5B or FIGS. 8A and 8B. Thus,
in S933, the CPU 471 determines whether the issued switch
signal is in the H level.

When the switch signal is in the L level (S933: No), the
CPU 471 goes to S934, where the CPU 471 determines
whether it is currently the sampling point (S934). When it is
not currently the sampling point (S934: No), the CPU 471
goes to 935, where the CPU 471 determines whether a read-
ing operation has completely been performed for each pixel
of one line in the main scanning direction (S935). When a
reading operation has not completely been performed for
each pixel of one line in the main scanning direction (S935:
No), the CPU 471 goes back to S933.

When the switch signal turns to the H level (S933: Yes)
while the steps S933 to S935 are repeatedly being executed,
the CPU 471 goes to S937, where the CPU 471 receives the
digital signal DO that is transferred from the second reading
device 230 in response to the switch signal turning to the H
level (S937). Thereafter, the CPU 471 goes to S935. When the
digital signal DO is received via the LVDS interface 467 in
S935, image processing for the digital signal DO is imple-
mented by the image processor 479.

When it becomes currently the sampling point while the
steps S933 to S935 are repeatedly being executed, the sample/
hold signal SH1 is issued to the sample/hold circuit 461, and
a digital signal corresponding to the analog signal AO from
the first reading device 210 is output from the A/D conversion
circuit 463. Then, image processing is implemented by the
image processor 479 for the digital signal output from the A/D
conversion circuit 463. Thus, when the reading operation for
each pixel of one line is completed after the repeated execu-
tion of S933 to S939 (S935: Yes), the CPU 471 goes to the
aforementioned step S89 (see FI1G. 9).

Referring back to FIG. 9, when a trailing end of a final
document sheet passes through the position to face the first
reading device 210 after repeated execution of S82 to S93, it
comes to a state where there is no document sheet facing the
first reading device 210 (S82: No) and there is a document
sheet facing the second reading device 210 (S83: Yes). In this
state, the CPU 471 goes to 97, where the CPU 471 controls the
second reading device 230 to read a line of image on the
second side of the final document sheet in response to the start
signal SP from the ASIC 460 (S97). Subsequently, the CPU
471 controls the timing generation circuit 465 to hold the
switch signal in the H level, such that the digital signal DO
corresponding to each pixel of the one line is sequentially
transferred to the ASIC 460 (S99). Thus, when all data cor-
responding to images on the first and second sides of all
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document sheets up to the final document sheet have com-
pletely been transferred to the ASIC 460 after repeated execu-
tion of S82 to S99 (S89: Yes), the CPU 471 terminates the
reading process (see FIG. 6).

[Effects of the Embodiment]

As described above, in the embodiment, the signal trans-
ferred through the first harness 410 is the analog signal AO,
and the signal transferred through the second harness 430 is
the digital signal DO transferred with a low voltage and a low
noise based on the differential transmission method. There-
fore, in the embodiment, interference is less likely to be
caused between the signal transferred through the first har-
ness 410 and the signal transferred through the second har-
ness 430, and thus it is possible to reduce the level of crosstalk
between the signals. Accordingly, it is possible to perform
accurate processing for the images read out of both the first
and second sides of each document sheet.

Further, in the embodiment, the digital signal DO is trans-
ferred via the second harness 430 at timing (in a time period)
that does not conflict with the sampling point when the analog
signal AO transferred through the first harness 410 is con-
verted into the digital signal. Therefore, it is possible to pre-
vent, in a more preferable manner, the digital signal DO from
affecting the waveform of the analog signal AO that is to be
converted into the digital signal via the sample/hold circuit
461 and the A/D conversion circuit 463. Thus, in the embodi-
ment, it is possible to perform highly accurate processing for
the images read out of the first and second sides of each
document sheet. Further, the digital signal DO is transferred
in response to the switch signal being issued by the timing
generation circuit 465 which switch signal takes the H level
during a time period that does not conflict with a time period
around the sampling point. Therefore, the second reading
device 230 is merely required to transfer the digital signal DO
when the switch signal takes the H level. Thereby, it is pos-
sible to further simplify the processing to be performed by the
second reading device 230 and to further downsize and
lighten the second reading device 230.

Hereinabove, the embodiment according to aspects of the
present invention has been described. The present invention
can be practiced by employing conventional materials, meth-
odology and equipment. Accordingly, the details of such
materials, equipment and methodology are not set forth
herein in detail. In the previous descriptions, numerous spe-
cific details are set forth, such as specific materials, structures,
chemicals, processes, etc., in order to provide a thorough
understanding of the present invention. However, it should be
recognized that the present invention can be practiced without
reapportioning to the details specifically set forth. In other
instances, well known processing structures have not been
described in detail, in order not to unnecessarily obscure the
present invention.

Only an exemplary embodiment of the present invention
and but a few examples of their versatility are shown and
described in the present disclosure. It is to be understood that
the present invention is capable of use in various other com-
binations and environments and is capable of changes or
modifications within the scope of the inventive concept as
expressed herein. For example, the following modifications
are possible.

[Modifications]

When the first total time taken for transferring the digital
signal DO is equal to or shorter than half'the second total time
taken for transferring the analog signal AO (S72: Yes), the
switch signal has the same waveform as that of the clock
signal CLK1 as shown in FIGS. 5A and 5B. When the con-
dition is satisfied in most cases of the second reading device



US 9,344,594 B2

11

230, the clock signal CLK1 output from the timing generation
circuit 465 may be applied as the switch signal for the second
reading device 230 as illustrated in FIG. 11. In this case, it is
possible to reduce the number of the kinds of the signals used
in the control system, and to further simplify the configura-
tion and the control technique applied to the control system of
the MFP 1. Furthermore, since the clock signal CLK1 is
divided outside the ASIC 460 in the example shown in FIG.
11, it is possible to reduce the number of terminals of the
ASIC 460.

Additionally, such a configuration may be applied in the
case where the first total time taken for transferring the digital
signal DO is longer than half the second total time taken for
transferring the analog signal AO. In this case, a pixel of data
may be transferred from the second reading device 230 sepa-
rately during periods in each of which the clock signal CLK1
takes the H level. Nonetheless, when the first total time taken
for transferring the digital signal DO is equal to or shorter
than half the second total time taken for transferring the
analog signal AO as described above, a pixel of data does not
have to be separately transferred, and thus it leads to simpli-
fied data processing. Moreover, in the case where the duty
ratio of the switch signal is set to 50% in the aforementioned
manner, when the switch signal is output to take a predeter-
mined H level during a time period outside the last halfin each
period of the analog signal AQ, it is possible to prevent the
timing to output the switch signal (i.e., the time period when
the switch signal takes the H level) from conflicting with the
sampling point when the analog signal AO is converted into
the digital signal. Thus, it leads to further simplified data
processing.

Inthe MFP 1 according to aspects of the present invention,
for instance, double-side copy control may be implemented to
read images on the both sides of a document sheet and form
the same images as the read images on the both sides of'a sheet
with the image forming unit 800. In this case, to form the
images on the both sides of the sheet takes a time period twice
as long as a time period required for single-side image form-
ing Therefore, even though a time period taken for reading the
both sides of the document sheet is twice as long as a time
period taken for reading a single side of the document sheet,
it does not have any significant influence on efficiency in the
double-side copy control.

Further, the CPU 471 may be configured to implement
facsimile transmission control to transmit a read image via a
modem (not shown) and scanning control to store data of the
read image onto one or more of various kinds of storage
media, as well as the aforementioned double-side copy con-
trol. In other words, the image reader 10 according to aspects
of the present invention may not necessarily be incorporated
in a device having an image forming unit.

Further, the LVDS interface 467 according to aspects of the
present invention may not necessarily be configured as exem-
plified in the aforementioned embodiment. For instance, the
LVDS interface 467 may be configured to transfer the digital
value held (stored) in the buffer 237 as is to the control board
450 without converting the digital value into the digital signal
DO to be transmitted in the differential transmission method.
This is because a time period to output the digital value held
in the buffer 237 does not conflict with the sampling point for
the analog signal AO, and thus it is possible to reduce a level
of crosstalk between the analog signal AO and the digital
signal output from the buffer 237 without having to convert
the digital value into the digital signal DO to be transmitted in
the differential transmission method.

Further, the control board 450 may be configured to merely
perform a simple process (such as attaching a time stamp) for
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the analog signal AO output from the first image reading
device 210 or the digital signal output from the second read-
ing unit 230. Moreover, the second reading device 230 may
not necessarily transfer the digital signal DO in the differen-
tial transmission method. Furthermore, the switch signal out-
put from the timing generation circuit 465 may not necessar-
ily be a rectangular pulse that alternately takes the H level and
the L level. For instance, the switch signal may be data that
indicates the time of the sampling point.

What is claimed is:

1. An image reader comprising:

a first image reading unit comprising:

a first sensor configured to read an image on a first side
of a document sheet, and to generate a first analog
signal corresponding to the image on the first side of
the document sheet,

wherein the first image reading unit is configured to
output the first analog signal;

a second image reading unit comprising:

a second sensor configured to read an image on a second
side opposite to the first side of the document sheet
and to generate a second analog signal corresponding
to the image on the second side of the document sheet;
and

a second image reading unit-side analog-to-digital
(A/D) converter configured to convert the second ana-
log signal generated by the second sensor into a sec-
ond digital signal,

wherein the second image reading unit is configured to
output the second digital signal;

a control unit;

a first cable configured to transfer the first analog signal
output from the first image reading unit to the control
unit, wherein the first cable has a first length; and

a second cable configured to transfer the second digital
signal output from the second image reading unit to the
control unit, wherein the second cable has a second
length longer than the first length,

wherein the control unit comprises:

a processor-side analog-to-digital (A/D) converter con-
figured to convert the first analog signal received from
the first image reading unit via the first cable into a
first digital signal and to output the first digital signal;
and

a processor configured to process the first digital signal
output from the processor-side A/D converter and a
third digital signal corresponding to the second digital
signal received from the second image reading unit
via the second cable.

2. The image reader according to claim 1, further compris-
ing an automatic document feeder configured to feed the
document sheet along a feeding path,

wherein the first image reading unit is disposed in such a
position on the feeding path as to face the first side of the
document sheet being fed along the feeding path by the
automatic document feeder, and

wherein the second image reading unit is disposed in such
a position on the feeding path as to face the second side
of the document sheet being fed along the feeding path
by the automatic document feeder.

3. The image reader according to claim 1, further compris-

ing:

an automatic document feeder configured to feed the docu-
ment sheet along a feeding path, wherein the first image
reading unit is disposed in such a position on the feeding
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path as to face the first side of the document sheet being

fed along the feeding path by the automatic document

feeder;

a document table configured to support a sheet placed
thereon; and

a carrying unit configured to carry the second image read-
ing unit thereon and move the second image reading unit
between:

a first position where the second image reading unit is
able to face the second side of the document sheet
being fed along the feeding path by the automatic
document feeder; and

a second position where the second image reading unit is
able to face the sheet placed on the document table.

4. The image reader according to claim 1,

wherein the second image reading unit-side A/D converter
comprises a low-voltage differential signal (LVDS)
transmitter,
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wherein the control unit further comprises an LVDS
receivet,
wherein the LVDS transmitter is configured to:
convert the second analog signal generated by the sec-
ond sensor into a low-voltage differential signal that is
the second digital signal; and
transmit the low-voltage differential signal to the LVDS
receiver via the second cable, and
wherein the LVDS receiver is configured to:
receive the low-voltage differential signal from the
LVDS transmitter via the second cable;
convert the low-voltage differential signal into the third
digital signal; and
output the third digital signal converted from the low-
voltage differential signal to the processor.

#* #* #* #* #*
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